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Het jaar 2000 de start van Humaned

9 the of august 2000 the papers where signed and Humaned
was a fact. Domicili was by Bob Romkes and Mila Ivanowitch.
Mila was a former citizen from Yugoslavia on the bosnian side
of the multi-ethnical country.

Humaned was erected with Hans Uitdenbogerd as Chairman.
Bob Romkes secretary and Paul Romeijn as treasurer. Piet Joor
as board member. The reason for erecting Humaned was a
better way of bringing help to Croatia and eventually Bosnia.
In The city of Slavonski Brod there was soon a worthwhile

organization on which we focussed for the coming 10 years.



Which help was needed where ?

The first years were difficult for Humaned. In the north there were three places to give
help to: 1. Varazdin and very near there was a little village: 2. Kotariba, where a lot of
Roma people lived in inhuman circumstances and: 3. Donja Dubrava:

In an estuary of the river there was a place nobody wanted and there were some
dwellings erected. Dwellings, because the name of houses was not fitting to some bricks or
wooden planks with often car-bonnets as a roof. There was no shortage of water for
twice a year there could be one meter to 1,5 meter of water in the place where the
dwellings stood because of melting floods. The result was that everybody went up to the
dike next to it to stay alive. That situation remained until the water levels dropped again.
Small tents were made of plastic and branches of the surrounding woods.

The first time we visited those people in the described circumstances, emotions ran high
among the Dutch 4x4 travelers. Tears were mingled with anger in the group.

We slept in a church nearby in the cellar on mattresses we brought along. There were
some lively and not so easy discussions as a result of the awkward situation we saw that

day.
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Vukovar the old and the new




selling and yelling, we have a stand on
a market and raise money.




Marina has arrange a lot of beds for Slavonski
Brod. The beds passed through our hands

several times before they arrived in Croatia.

high/low beds organised by Marina Molenaar 5
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The moument near the massgrave.
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Caritas writes down any gift to anyone. 9
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Ruud van der Bosch one of the loyal volanteers from Humaned
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12 In the hills in Bosnia was much fighting. Now much help is needed Cees Homans and Piere persuad the forces to go out of the way



Three cars, Gerard Holtman, Peter Huisman and the author's

Near the monument in Vukovar we endure the bitter cold.
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After using the toilet, they locals showed
me the proper toilet in the new house.
There was a lot of amusement off course,
the old outhouse toilet was a relic.

some bridges have to be
inspected first.




why ?

Once we met the Duvnjak’s and their organization, we felt this
was the right goal to support.

Within a short period the family decided to build a new centre
on the same premises where a small ochre colored “Mickey
Mouse” house used to be.

The volunteers of Humaned and before other charity
organizations remember the angled floor. So much out of true
that sleeping was nearly rolling to one side all the time.

There was no room for the collected goods and they had to be
stored somewhere else. Anyhow, the new place got a face by

placing the concrete and floors for the ground floor.




We visited some special places and met some special people.
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Places where we slept in Croatia, Bosnia, Germany,
Austria, Slovenia and of course the scenery we
underwent while driving. Sometimes rain, sometimes
a lot of rain, snow, sometimes a lot of snow.

The cars and means of transport were seldom the
same. The good feelings and joy together were
always the same.

No snow to high could stop us. Although the
borders were closed due to snow... the first to
escape the border and customs were the Humaned
vehicles.

Because of the delay we even undertook the feet to
overhaul the snow shovels on the Croatian
motorway.

In the cars we have small radio’s, so we can talk to
each other if necessary and in case a joke needs
more laughs. Mingles of people and places. The
photo’s speak for themselves.
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rosenhof where we slept so often on the journeys. (the beds and linnen where like sandpaper)
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Now, how did this work again??







the centre is far from finished, but the goods keep coming and so are we.

Over the years different receivers of the goods
came into view: the dorm, the hospital, the
orphanage, the Roma and others. Even some in
Bosnia, just across the river.

We will show you some of the goods, locations
and the always friendly people.




places and people, hospital, dorm, bosnia
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Walter and Arie two
heavyweights

The specialty " soup "

Show the merchandise

the many discussions

-

visiting the farm, hmm

clothing in all sizes

the many bibles

some daring dances

old friends in need

Leo Tiggers chames us all

The son in law from of
Walter v. Abswoude likes a
joke

o\ aall

O yeah, sometimes its hard!






always happy fast little hands waiting for their hair to all smallones on celebra-

grow tions day.

34/0138 a lot of materals for the doors are looking fine now

what else is there? shoes in all sizes
elderly

bits and pieces

still some left

. boxes also
farmer with

milkingmachine



There is some food around (soon)
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finding the right shoe is wonderfull
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new owners for Dutch bikes
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The preparations for a heavy transport.

The stable centre of the Humaneds board start
filling the goods. The goods are sorted by the
ladies and the menfolk carry them in or on to the
trucks as ordered.

Hans Uitdenbogerd's mother in law has a very
large barn or menagerie for horses. As there are
no horses anymore we can use the place for
stalling the goods.

Its dry and fun to fill the trucks in one afternoon.
Bread rolls, coffee, thee and sweets get us
through the hard work. Jokes are always a firm
part of the loading as the photo's show. Hans
Mother in law eventually comes along for one
journey to Croatia.

Walter van Abswoude, Marina Molenaar, Gerard and Greet Holtman, Harma and Arie Baak and Hans Uitdenbogerd
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Then the celebration came up as I remember 15
August, 2005: a collection of happenings, joy
and moments with tears, all were there. Family
from abroad: America, Germany, Austria.
Friends and former people who were helped by
the centre, they were there. Singing, praying and
not to forget a nice eating after the ceremonies.
As the Duvnjak family is musical inclined, there
were some touching and dynamic songs
produced. Lilijan produced as usual the most
fantastic food in a kitchen which was not finished
yet. But that was a worry which on some later
years was a new project: “Lets finish the first
floor”.

the start of the celebrations
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An ambitious plan was made to build a dorm for

elderly and disabled people.

We saw the premises for the first time when 1t

was cold. We show you the nice old place under
a blue sky.
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The last trips:

In the last years the centre was becoming more
finished. we had the use of a large barn from the
mother from Hans his partner Thea in use
several years. The mother of Thea decided to
come along for onetime. She is slightly
handicapped with two new hips, so she walks on
crutches. Nothing would stop here so she came
along. The nice thing was that the kitchen on the
first loor was finished. We ware glad with the
result. we show you some of the pictures of the
trip where " Oma" was present.
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happiness and surprised faces, they fill us with joy.
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last drinks and last snacks in Croatia 53



march 2010

We have a small visit to Slavonski Brod. we have
to get the eastergifts to the people who need it.
In the mean time we make sure to get some nice
eastergifts to children in schools who never got
presents like this. those kids will be the volunteers
in the future for Three Angela.

We visit some poor people in the country. We
get to see some schools, where the kids faces give
you the right feeling, that our efforts were not for
nothing.
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a new project: We get to see it and wonder.
We admire the spirit to make things grow.

On the land and in the head.
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10 years work for humaned a celebration is needed

20 years of existence for " tree Angela and 10 for Humaned.

On a sunny day we get together for a celebration where we look back what has
been done and look forward to what is coming.

We do this in the church hall in the centre. For the first time de big space looks like
a church. Without the beds, the mountains of clothing, shoes and so on.

We listen to some good singing and beautiful things are been said to a lot of people
who made the growth of the centre possible.

We give a present in the form of a photo-book in which al the efforts are made
visible. In the late afternoon we can discard our suits and dresses and get back in
to the jeans. Still some work to be done. We look back to a fantastic week in which
we enjoyed the company of people we did a lot of good work with in many years

and they have grown into friends.
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Humaned is grateful to a lot of people who made our
work possible.

Some of the volunteers should be decorated by the
queen, but most of the time the results of our help was
the reward.

Were we younger, we could possible go on giving help.
As it 1s now, we have to be careful with our resources.

This book will be completed by our last trip with goods
in august 2010. There will be celebrations and the
photo's from this will be included in the final version.

Remains to say: We wish the Three Angela and their
connections all the best. We from our side will continue
our interest, love and in the future maybe a restart with

new volunteers from Humaned if they are found.

Greetings.

Hans Uitdenbogerd.






